
Current Level of Affordable Housing in Milford 

 

According to the state, Milford’s current level of available housing inventory that meets 

affordability guidelines is 6.3%. 

 

Q. Are local officials involved in conducting the inventory and determining what is classified as 

affordable? 

 

A.  Yes, in terms of verifying the state’s count, and to add new units from approved 40B 

developments once they are actually built. 

 

Q. How often is this inventory conducted? 

 

A.  Every two years.  A copy of the most recent inventory is attached. 

 

Q. When was the last inventory conducted? 

 

A.  12/2014.  There should be a new inventory certified by the Mass. Department of Housing and 

Community Development this December.  It is not anticipated to change appreciably. 

 

Q. Because there are so many rental units in Milford (both apartments complexes and 

multifamily homes), it is difficult to understand how Milford’s affordable housing inventory can 

be designated as only 6.3%.  Are multifamily rental units included in the inventory?  

 

A.  Yes, but only if they meet the state’s criteria as a subsidized unit 

 

Q. Has anyone in Milford looked at the states estimated of our affordable inventory to ensure the 

calculation of 6.3% is correct? 

 

A.  Yes, and it is accurate 

 

Q. If the previous answer is “no,” is it possible for the town to review what is currently classified 

as affordable to see if it is a fair estimate of what could be deemed affordable in Milford? 

 

A.  N/A 

 

Types of Housing 

 

Q. What is the difference between affordable housing and subsidized housing? 

 

A.  The term “Affordable Housing” is a generic term rarely used, if used at all, in the statue. 

 

As defined in the G.L.c.40B, “Low or moderate income housing” is any housing subsidized by 

the federal or state government under any program to assist the construction of low or moderate 

income housing as defined in the applicable federal or state statute, whether built or operated by 

any public agency or any nonprofit or limited dividend organization.   



 

As defined in 760 CMR 56.00, “Subsidy” means assistance provided by a Subsidizing Agency to 

assist the construction or substantial rehabilitation of Low or Moderate Income Housing, 

including direct financial assistance; indirect financial assistance through insurance, guarantees, 

tax relief, or other means; and non-financial assistance, including in-kind assistance, technical 

assistance, and other supportive services. A leased housing, tenant-based rental assistance, or 

housing allowance program shall not be considered a Subsidy for the purposes of 760 CMR 

56.00. 

 

Q. Which properties in Milford are classified as affordable and which ones are classified as 

subsidized? 

 

A.  Again, under the law the term “affordable” isn’t used.  The Subsidized Housing Inventory 

lists developments and units that qualify. 

 

Q. Who determines which individuals or families qualify for affordable and subsidized housing 

and how do they verify eligibility? 

 

A.  Mass. Department of Housing and Community Development, based on the U.S Department 

of Housing and Urban Development data.  Check their websites for detailed information. 

 

http://www.mass.gov/hed/economic/eohed/dhcd/legal/comprehensive-permit-guidelines.html 

 

http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il14/ma.pdf 

 

 

Another useful resource is the Citizen’s Housing and Planning Association.  Their website is 

http://www.chapa.org/ 
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